Chemistry 102
First period-Winter, 2006
General Information, Syllabus

A.  Logistics-


1. Andrew Mehl, Office: C212, phone: extension 7270 (office), amehl@knox.edu,  Box # K-7, course Website-http://course.knox.edu/chem102/

2. Class Time:  8:00 – 9:10 a.m.  MTWF in room A207 (SMC) Note- please come to class on time and do not arrive late.  Arriving late disrupts class and the learning environment.  Do not come to class if you will be late.  

3. Office hours:   I will be available anytime I am not teaching a class or a laboratory; if my door is open I’m available.  A help session will be every Wednesday evening (see below).  If my door is open, and I'm not there, check for me in room C209 (the Biochemistry lab).  If problems arise, contact me for an appointment.  My email address is amehl@knox.edu and I will be happy to answer questions over the email.

B. Purpose of the Course- 


This course is the second in a sequence of two courses that introduces you to topics in chemistry and is the foundation for all other chemistry courses and many other science courses.  In addition to "covering the material" from the text we will also try to achieve other goals such as:



1. Building the necessary problem-solving skills that are important for all 

scientists,



2. Helping to develop good study skills for chemistry courses, other science courses, and all courses.



3. To understand how the process of science works- the scientific method  

C.  Texts and equipment-


1. Chemistry The Central Science by Brown, LeMay, and Bursten, 2003 9th Ed. (Same text as for Chemistry 101)

2. Calculator (Highly recommended)

D. Course Grading: point distribution-


1. Classroom:  55%   
a. 3 exams- 100 pts. each



b. Quizzes- approximately 150 pts.  (6 quizzes)  


 Every Friday there will be some way to earn points:  either an exam or quiz.  Exam dates are Jan 20, Feb. 10, and March 3 (course website will have a calendar).  The honor code applies to all exams and quizzes.  If an emergency or serious illness arises please contact me and we will arrange a date and time for a make-up exam or quiz.  If, during an exam or quiz, there is a correction it will be posted on the chalkboard in the room where the exam was handed out (A207); if you leave the room to take the exam or quiz elsewhere it is your responsibility to check back to see if there are any corrections.   Regular class attendance is essential and expected.  In cases of absence, students are responsible for making up the missed material. The key for each exam and quiz will be on reserve in the science library to help in studying for future quizzes and exams and the final exam.


2. Laboratory:  20% (If you fail the lab portion of the course you fail the course)

3. Final: 25% cumulative 

E.  Help sessions-


 A help session will be available every Wed. evening at 7 p.m. in room A207.  These sessions are for asking questions about lecture material or homework problems. If you have a question about a homework problem you should be prepared to work through the problem (at least begin the process) at the chalkboard.

F. Problem Sets-


There will be Problem sets assigned for each chapter as we get to them.  These problem sets will not be collected but your ability to do well on the quizzes and exams will be greatly affected by diligently working on homework problems and exercises.  There is a Students Solution Manual on reserve in the science library for solutions to selected problems.

H.  Topics Covered:   We will primarily go directly through the text as it appears, starting at Chapter 11.
G.  Helpful hints-


1. Before each class and laboratory, skim the material for a broad view and for new terms.


2. Understand the notes you take and organize them after each class.


3. Do extra problems in the text, review and self-test.


4. Create study groups to discuss the homework problems or class notes.


5. Do a little chemistry each day.

