EDUC 310

Knox College Conceptual Framework Paper Assignment

All teacher education programs that receive state or national accreditation are required to create a conceptual framework.  In general, a conceptual framework provides a department or school of educational studies the opportunity to articulate its vision as to the skills, knowledge base and dispositions (behaviors) necessary in preparing teaching candidates from their work in the classroom.  More specifically, each conceptual framework contains pillars, or large organizing themes, that serve as a sort of summary for the framework. In many programs, the conceptual framework and pillars are left unspoken.  That is, the authors of the framework often neglect to articulate their vision of teacher preparation to those who are being prepared.  This is unfortunate because this vision serves as a foundation for the course content and experiences that each student has while in a teacher education program. Without having the opportunity to deeply consider the “what” and “why” behind this vision, the teacher candidate may be left with a fragmented understanding of his or her future profession and the relationship of coursework with eventual work in the classroom. Thus, the purpose of this assignment is to afford each student the opportunity to articulate and reflect upon the vision of the educational studies program at Knox College.
Instructions:  Within the conceptual framework there are 3 themes and 6 pillars:


THEME 1 - Democratic Foundations

PILLAR 1: The Knox College Teacher Candidate shall understand the importance of the development of learning communities and environments that embrace diversity and promote social justice.

PILLAR 2: The Knox College Teacher Candidate shall possess an understanding of the historical, ethical, political, and social issues associated with education.

THEME 2 - Knowledge Foundations

PILLAR 3: The Knox College Teacher Candidate shall understand the importance of the study of the nature of knowledge, pedagogical practices, and methods of assessment and evaluation.

PILLAR 4: The Knox College Teacher Candidate shall recognize the breadth and depth of knowledge, which integrates the study of education with the other disciplines.

THEME 3 - Praxis Foundations

PILLAR 5: The Knox College Teacher Candidate shall integrate theory and practice that is developed, supported, and maintained through reflection.

PILLAR 6: The Knox College Teacher Candidate shall understand the importance meeting state and national standards, developing the habits of mind that encourage professional growth, and creating leaders in educational communities. 

Your task is to create a document that articulates three things.

A. Explain each theme in light of why you think it is important for a teacher candidate to know/think/reflect about democratic, knowledge, and praxis foundations.

B. Analyze what each pillar means both generally and in light of what is at stake if a teacher candidate does not consider these ideas.

C. Reflect upon what you think, know, and can do presently because of your experiences in the educational studies program. 

The Knox Educational Studies Conceptual Framework is on-line at http://deptorg.knox.edu/edstudy/. 


My assumption is that you can respond to the above three points in a paper of approximately 2 to 4 pages. I’m really looking for two things:  proof that you fully understand the Knox Conceptual Framework and that you can articulate it’s concrete value to you as a teacher. The paper is due as noted on the class calendar.

