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Global warmin

“The North Pole is melting.’@
So began a decidedly alarmist
news story published last mon on

the frofit page of the venerable -

New Yb6rk Times.

"+ The presence of water at the: !
’ve‘ry‘“tgq, of the world is“inoré ¢

denter of glotal warimiitg, Said%?é
paper of record, adding that, “The
last time scientists can be certain
the pole was awash in water was
more than 50 million years ago.”

Well, maybe not quite S0 million
years ago, as:it turns out. Maybe
more like last summer. 5

For as climatelogists point out,
breaks in the polar ice occur quite
often, particularly in summer
months. “In fact, it happens many,
many times every year,” said
Claire Parkinson of NASA’s God-
dard Space Flight Center, in an
interview with Time magazine.

Goddard’s satellites have been
monitoring the polar ice caps for
years, so the scientists there
would kpow if a climatological
calamity" was under way at the
North Pole.

So how did the New York Times
get its global warming story so
wrong (which it acknowledged
last week in a correction that, of
course, didn’t get nearly the play
as the original scary news story)?

Because the reporter relied on
politically motivated scientists
who subscribe to the global warm-
ing orthodoxy that human con-
sumption of fossil fuels have
driven up atmospheric carbon
dioxide levels to the point that
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‘ is having hot

flashes.

One of those scientists is James

McCarthy, director of the
Museum of Comparative Zoology
at Harvard University. He hap-
pens to be co-leader of a working
group for the United Nations-
sponsored  Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, which
has previously concluded that
“there has been a discernible
human influence on global cli-
mate.” .

So when McCarthy, a global
warming adherent, arrived at the
North Pole last month (he was a
guest lecturer on an arctic tourist
cruise aboard a Russian ice
breaker) he found the confirma-
tion he was looking for: open
water at the pole.

“It was totally unexpected,” he
said. “Global warming was real,
and we were seeing its effects for
the first time that far north.”

McCarthy was echoed by fellow
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g ‘evidence’ more

scientist (and guest lecturer) Mal-
colm McKenna, a paleontologist at
the American Museum of Natural
History, who accompanied him on
the arctic tourist cruise.

“I don’t know if anybady in his-
tory ever got to 90 degrees.north,
to'be greeted by water, not ice,” he
told the Times. “Some folks who
pooh-pooh global warming might
wake up if shown that even the
pole is beginning to melt.”

Funny, neither McCarthy or
McKenna have been heard from
since the New York Times essen-
tially retracted its alarmist global-
warming story. Maybe they are
embarrassed to have revealed to
the world how little they really
know about climatology.

And that’s the problem with the
global warming debate. The IPCC,
of which McCarthy is part, can-
vassed a bunch of scientists and
arrived at a conclusion that the
human population is causing
global warming. Yet most of the
scientists that formed the IPCC
“consensus” have no expertise in
the area of climatology.

That’s how two scientists could
go to the North Pole, see a patch of
water, and declare it prima facie
evidence of global warming. And
it is on the basis of .such unsound
science that the United States and
other industrialized nations are
being asked by the United Nations
to dramatically reduce carbon
dioxide emissions.

What that means is reducing the
use of fossil fuels for driving our

by

politics

cars, heating our homes, and pro-

viding electricity for our officeg

and factories. And as any fresh-

man etonomics student can tell us;

the way to reduce demand for a

icommodity — in this case, fossil .
fuels — is to.drive up, the price, ,

What: * iinphict * wbild” higher
energy costs have on this country?
Well, think about the run up in gas
prices in the Midwest this past
spring. Think about the escalation
in electricity prices in the West. .~

That is what we can look for-
ward to if global warming adher-
ents get their way. If they are able
to persuade the White House and
Congress to agree to the Kyote
Protocol, which calls for industri-
alized nations to reduce their car®
bon emissions by 30 percent over
the next dozen years.

Now, if human activity really
was the cause of global warming,
and if global warming really was
the cause of the North Pole melt:
ing, then most Americans would
probably be willing to use less
energy (at higher prices) to savé
the planet. : A

But the science simply does no
show that an environmental
calamity is under way and that the
human population caused it.

Let McCarthy and McKenna
return to the North Pole this wip-,
ter. If they seé open water at the
time, then there will be something
to worry about.

Joseph Perkins is a columnist
for The San Diego Union-Tribune. s
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