Psychology 365 - The Study of the Person

Professor Tim Kasser - x7283, tkasser@knox.edu, SMAC E-119

Meets Tues/Thurs from 9:00-10:30 a.m. in SMAC A-219

Texts
Uncovering lives - Alan C. Elms



The life voyage of a solo circumnavigator – 

Nasby & Read - leased from professor & in Open Class Dropbox 



John Lennon library on Open Reserve in Seymour Library



Other materials in Open Class Dropbox & on Open 

reserve in Seymour library

Overview of the course:  

Two questions form the essence of this course:  “What is a person?  How can we know who an individual person is?”  Throughout the course we will explore some of the primary ways that personality psychologists attempt to answer these questions.

In the first portion of the course, our focus will be on the analysis of historical individuals, and in particular John Lennon.  We will explore ways to objectively look at the lives of individuals via their life experiences and the personal documents they produced.  Emphasis will be placed on grounding our questions and answers in good psychological theory and on increasing the objectivity of our analyses.  

In the second portion of the course we will conduct an in-depth study of one contemporary individual.  As a group, the class will select a class subject and then prepare a plan to gather data about this individual, using a variety of methods (e.g., surveys, interviews, diaries, projective tests, etc).  The class members will then collect and share data from the individual and discuss his/her personality in case conferences.  As before, theoretical perspective and objectivity are emphasized.  

For both parts of the course, we will follow a similar rhythm in terms of what we do in class and what assignments students are expected to do.  We will begin by reading personality research using the methods we are currently exploring.  We will then practice these methods in class.  Next, students will begin their project by making a proposal.  These proposals will be critiqued (by other students) and discussed in an open class before the commencement of the project.  Finally, after data collection and analysis, students will turn in final research papers presenting their hypotheses and the evidence for and against their predictions.  

Overview of Assignments:  

Grading in this class is derived from two major projects and your class participation.  Each of the two projects has multiple sub-parts that must be completed.

Project I – John Lennon - 225 points

1.  Proposal for paper - 15 points

2.  Review of another student’s proposal - 10 points 

3.  Paper - 200 points

Project II – Class Subject - 350 points
1.  Proposal for data collection - 25 points

2.  Collection, entering, and analysis of data – 50 points

3.  Proposal for paper – 15 points

4.  Review of another student’s proposal – 10 points

5.  Paper - 250 points

Participation - 150 points
Detailed descriptions of assignments:

Proposals – Altogether there are three proposals in this class.

For the two paper proposals, students will place in the Open Class Drop Box 2-4 page papers in which they describe the ideas they are developing, the hypotheses they are thinking about testing, and the evidence they are thinking about using to support these hypotheses for their paper.  I want to emphasize that I do NOT expect these proposals to show your final, completely polished ideas.  Instead, they are to be thought of as opportunities to receive feedback from me and the class about the ideas you are developing before you set to work on the paper; they are a means to the end of developing your thinking about each of your main papers.  Thus, my expectation is not that you will have fully fleshed out your ideas at the time of your proposal, but rather that you will have done some work and are looking for feedback in the refining process.  I do expect, however, that these proposals will be well-organized and free of grammatical and typographical errors.  When placing the files in the Open Drop Box, name your files “lastname_prop1.doc” and “lastname_prop2.doc”.  

The data collection proposal will involve explaining the type of data that you intend to collect during your time with the case subject, as well as your plan of analyses for those data. This proposal will develop from the earlier conversations the entire class had about the basic plan of data collection with the subject.  I will expect you to present full information about what exactly you are going to do with the subject (i.e., actual interview protocols, actual survey instruments, etc.) as well as detailed explanations of the types of analyses (e.g., coding systems, scoring procedures, comparison to normed data) that you plan to implement on those data. When placing the files in the Open Drop Box, name your files “lastname_dataprop.doc”.  

Proposal reviews - After placing a “paper proposal” into the drop box, each student will in turn review the proposal of one other student.  The purpose for the “proposers” is to receive feedback from another pair of eyes to hopefully improve the quality of your eventual paper.  The purpose for the “reviewers” is to use the skills they have been learning in that section of the course to help other students improve their projects.  Reviews should be written in 1-2 page papers; bring two copies to class on the specified due date – one for the “proposer” and one for me.  Reviews will be graded on the basis of the clarity and comprehensiveness with which comments and critiques are presented.  Proposers and reviewers will meet together during class to discuss the proposal and to generate ideas for improving the eventual final paper.  

Data Collection and analysis - For project II, students will place in the Open Class Drop Box the results of the data they collected from the class subject so that all students will have access to these data.  Students should submit both the “raw” data that classmates can use as they please as well as “analyzed” data that might involve the application of coding systems, scoring systems, etc., to the raw data in order to highlight important themes or indices.  The primary goal here is to provide useful information to the class, as everyone will rely on the quality of what you provide.  Your raw and analyzed data will be due at 9 a.m. three days after the acquisition of your data.  So, if you obtain your data on Wednesday, the data should be in the drop box by Saturday at 9 a.m., etc.  This assignment will be graded largely on the basis of the clarity and comprehensiveness with which the data and subsequent analyses are presented. When placing the files in the Open Drop Box, name your files “lastname_dataanal.doc”.

Papers  - Place both papers in the Closed Drop Box and provide me with a hard copy as well. When placing the files in the Closed Drop Box, name your files “lastname_pap1.doc” and “lastname_pap2.doc”.  

Paper I:  Studying a historical individual. Ask an interesting theoretical question about John Lennon and use relevant data and theory to support your ideas.  You may choose between writing a Qualitative Psychobiography (a la Elms) or a Quantitative psychobiography (a la Schaller, etc.), or you may combine these two types of method.  Special Note: The editors of Journal of Psychological Inquiry (an undergraduate research journal) have agreed to consider publishing a package of three of these papers in a special section of their journal; as such, the students with the best three papers will be invited to revise their papers and submit them to JPI. 

Paper II:  Case study. Ask an interesting theoretical question about the class subject and use relevant data and theory to support your ideas.  Stronger papers will use a mix of both qualitative and quantitative data.

Both papers should contain a title page, an abstract of 140 words or less, and references; methods, results, tables and appendices may also be necessary. APA format is expected.  The paper may not exceed 3000 words in length (not counting title page, abstract, references, appendices and tables).
Participation - The success of this course hinges in large part on the willingness of students to discuss in a sophisticated manner the material we are engaging, to critique it, to ask questions when confused, and to answer questions when you think you know them.  Throughout our discussions, each student will be expected to show kindness, consideration and care when others are talking, while still being able to disagree and discuss constructively.  In your contributions, I expect to see evidence that your thoughts and understandings are being informed by the readings and by previous discussions.  I will assess your participation comments, questions, examples, reflections, etc., by noting their relevance to the topic at hand, the clarity with which your present them, and their usefulness for moving the class “forward” in its discussions. A good participant is also a good listener, disagrees in a non-attacking way, and doesn’t “hog” the floor.  Attendance at all class sessions is encouraged and the consistency of your attendance will, obviously, also have an impact on your participation grade.  Around halfway through the term I will give each student a tentative participation grade so that you will each know approximately where you stand on this important aspect of class.  

Other Important Issues:

Partnering.  All class projects except the proposal reviews may be done alone or with a group of up to three students; indeed, I highly encourage working with a partner, as you will probably find it useful to have someone with whom to share the work and your ideas.  If you choose to work with a partner, you must keep that partner for both the proposal and the paper within that particular project.  You need not work with that same partner on both projects, however.  Also, you may team up for the data collection for Project II without necessarily writing the same final paper for that project.  Students in a group will receive the same grade for that assignment, unless it comes to my attention that the share of work between the partners has been inequitable.

Late assignments.  Assignments are due on the assigned date, unless otherwise announced.  If they are handed in later that day, 5% of the total possible points available on that assignment will be deducted from your grade on that assignment.  If they are handed in the next day, 10% of the total points available on that assignment will be deducted, and so on.  Only excused absences from the Dean are valid excuses for late papers.  

There are several points in the course when each student’s effort and punctuality will affect everyone else in the class.  For example, data collection for Project II cannot begin until each student has proposed how s/he will collect data with the class subject.  At each point that a class project must proceed and you are late or woefully unprepared, I will lower your FINAL CLASS GRADE a step (e.g., from a B to a B-).  The due dates of the projects for which this policy applies are signified with a * on the Course Schedule.     

Paper style:  College-level writing is expected on all papers.  Incomplete sentences, sloppy editing, poor grammar, frequent typographical errors and the like are unacceptable and will result in your grade being lowered on that assignment (see also the policy on writing quality below).  Stated word lengths are firm, and points will be deducted from your grade if you exceed them.  APA format should be used - a manual is on reserve in SMAC library. 

Plagiarism.  Please visit my website at:

http://faculty.knox.edu/tkasser/teaching.html#coursepolicies
Note on writing quality. Please visit my website at:

http://faculty.knox.edu/tkasser/teaching.html#coursepolicies
The 10 Writing mistake rule will apply to all written material in this class.  

General Grading:  Students often wonder what I am “looking for” in their assignments.  The following list is not complete, nor is it in any particular order, but it should give you some ideas:


Coherent, clear writing that is well-organized.


Ideas and hypotheses that are well-grounded in theory 

and empirical literature.


Creative, non-obvious hypotheses, methods, and insights.


Interesting questions.  


Strong, well-developed arguments supported by evidence.


Objectivity and a scientific attitude.


APA format.


Accuracy and validity in the presentation of 

information.


Comprehensiveness of presentation - i.e., don’t leave 

things out.  


Evidence of effort.


Comfort and accuracy with statistics. 


Independence, initiative, and ambition.   


Sophisticated, valid, and reliable methodologies.


Doing the assignment I asked you to do, not some other 

assignment.  

Final grades.  There are 725 points available in this class.  I will take the number of points you earn on your assignments and divide it by 725 to determine your final grade.  For example, if you earn 682 points in the term, you would have a 94%, or an A.  I use a standard grading scale and give plusses and minuses.  

